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CAR AC A i0il0 93 W ii JMStZ mvi SBIIIV 
I !Ci AUGASSAIiOR PRAISED SAEZ FOR HER MEASURED, UPEEAT 
CAMPAIGNING IN THE RUN-DP 10 THE PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION SEASON WHICH 
WILL BEGIN OFFICIALLY ON AUGUST 1.- HE TOLD HER (HAT HER OUTSPOKEN 
PUBLIC COMMITMENT TO DEMOCRATIC GOVERHNEHT AND ITS INST HUT IONS- 
WHILE GAL 1 1 KG FOR REFORM OF THE STA1E IKD BETTER PEPPESENTfttlON- 
STPIkE A MUCH NEEDED BALANCE. HE NOTEfi SAEZS SUCCESSFUL VISIT (0 
NEK YORK TO MEET WITH BAKERS ARB OTHER FINANCIAL INSriTI/TKWIS, M 
URGES HER HOT TO LOSE SIGHT OF THE IMPORTANCE TO FOREIGN INVESTORS 
AND COMMENTATORS OF POLICY CONTINUITY IK REGAFD 10 ECONOMIC AND 
POLITICAL tlfOM. VENEZUELA DAS HADE FNORMUS PROGRESS UNDER 
PRESIDENT CfllDERA. AMBASSADOR SAID. AND THIS PROGRESQ TO BE 
CONSOLIDATED AHQENED. REGARDING SAEZ'S PLANS TO VISIT 
WASHINGTON IN THE NEAP FUTURE (OATES FOR THIS TRIP HAVE NO I BEEN 
FIXED). AHBASSADOR OFFERED HIS ASSISTANCE IN SECURING AlPGlNlMENIS 
IN THE EXECUTIVE BRANCH. ANO URGED SAEZ TO CHOSE A REPUitflE AND 
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SUMMARY 



I. <C> LEADING PRESIDENTIAL CONTEKDER IRENE SAEZ BELIEVES FORMER 
COUPSIER HUGO CHAVEZ IS HER ONLY COrfPET!) ION IN THE DECEMBER 
ELECTIONS. SHE DESCRIBES CHAVE Z'S 'CHARISMA AND HONESTY" AS HIS 
MAJOR ATTRACTIONS. BUT BEL t EVES | | R1 
WILL ill 7IMTFIV SINK HIM. SUE NOTED THAI WAR" D ISCUS I VI I H 
POLITIGAL CORRUPTION HAS LED TO OUTRIGHT REJECTION OF POLITICAL 
PARTIES AND THE (KSTf HIT IONS THEIf CONTROL --COAW SS AND THE 
JUOICIARV--AND IS BEHIND THE POPULARITY OF CHAVEZ'S CALL TO 
DISSOLVE THE CONGRESS AND DISHANILE THE JUDICIARY. SHE REFUSES FO 
CONFRONT CHAVEZ AT THIS TIME. SAYING "THIS WOULD OHir KELP CHAVEZ 
AND HUP' HE." SHE SAID THE RETICENCE OF THE MAJOR PARTIES TO 
IDENTIC PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATES INDICATES OPENNESS TO NEK 
CANDIDACY' BUT ONLY AS LDHG AS SHE MAINTAINS NER LEAD IN THE POLLS. 
SHE DESCRIBED HERSELF AS THE ONLY CANDIDATE CAPABLE Of UNITIHG 
VENEZUELA'S INCREASINGLY FRAGMENTED PARTIES. MAKING NtR THE 
CANDIDATE WHO CAN GUARANTEE "REFORM AND GOUERNABUITY. " SHE 
IINPF8SCME0 HER OPE H NESS 10 THE U.S. AND OUR BILATERAL AGENDA. 
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4. C) SAEZ SAID THE PRESIDENTIAL ELECTIONS WILL BE BETWEEN "HE 
AND CHAVEZ. * SHE DISCOUNTED CANOlBATES SUCH AS CLAUBIO FERMIR AKB 
SALAS ROPIER AS NOT HAVING ANY "TRACTION, • AND NOTED THAT ONLY 
HERSELF AND CHAVEZ SHOW ANY ABILITY Al THIS POINT TO AFTRAC1 

VOTERS. 

5. ICI SHE ACKHOWIEBGED 1HAT RECENT POLLS HAVE SHOWN CHAVEZ 

CREEPS UP ON KEN IREFIEl). SHE SAID THIS WAS EXPECTED fN THE 
SHORT TERR. ESPECIALLY GIVEN CHAVEZ'S PRESENTATION OF Hlii.ELF AS 
"THE OPTION FOR CHANGE.* SHE ASSERTED THAT GNAVEZ'S GRO'JJN IN 
POPULARITY IS AN EXPRESSION OF THE POPULAR REJECTION OF POLITICAL 
PARTIES ARB TRADITIONAL POLITICIANS AS "CORRUPT" AND "INEPT." SHE 
'dSO CLAIMED THAT HIS POLITICAL PROGRAM' ESPECIALLY HIS CALL Tt> 
iliSSOLVE THE CONGRESS AND BISHANTLE THE JUDICIARY. HAS RESONANCE 
AMONG THE ELECTORATE BECAUSE MOST VENEZUELANS-VIE!/ BOTH 
INSTITUTIONS AS "SHARE PITS Of CORRUPTION." IN THIS REGARD' SAEZ 
CONTINUED' CHAVEZ'S CREA1ESI ASSETS ARE HIS "CHARISMA *.ND HIS 
HONESTY. " 

6. (CI SAEZ ASSERTED THAT CHAVEZ'S NECA1 IVES Will FAR OUTVEIGI HIS 
POSITIVES IN IHE LONG RUN. SHE SAIB CHAVEZ IS WORKING HARD TO 
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ANBASSAtW MEETS WITH IRENE SAEZ 



7 IP AMBASSARON NEE WITH IRENE SAEZ FEBRUARY 26. THE DAY OF TRE 
SOLAR ECLIPSE. SAEZ ARRIVED AT THE RESIDENCE FOR BREAKFAST EN 
ROUTE TO THE AIRPORT AND THE CITY OF HARACAIBO. WHERE SHE HAD 
CAMPAIGNING AND AN ECLIPSE VIEWING PARTY ON HER SCHEDULE. 

POLITICAL COUNSELOR ACCOMPANIES THE AMBASSADOR OURING THE 
BREAKFAST. 
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1. O SAEZ GDMPLAINED THAT CHAVEZ IS "GETTING A FREE RIDE* \.i 
FROM THE MEDIA AND MANY COMMENTATORS. SHE SAI0 MANY PEOPLE ARE 
AFRAID TO ATTACK CNAVEZ AND ARE EXPECTING HER FO 0£ f!-'C ONE WHO 
"TAtES HIM ON." HOVFfR, SHE SAID THIS IS EXACTLY WHAT CHAVEZ 
WANTS ANO NEEDS. >Nt .AID T-:: ANY CONFRONTATION BETWEEN 5ERSE1F 
AN0 CRAVE? AT THIS PDlH? mii "ONLY HELP H.'M ANO HURT ME. " SHE 
DIO ADMIT. HOWEVER. TO HAVING SOME NEGATIVE CAMPAIGNING PLANNED 
SHOULD CHAVEZ CONTINUE TO OCCUPY A WORRISOME PLACE IN THE POLLS. 
SHE SAID THE MEC08IES OF FEBRUARY A- 1S91. WHEN CHAVEZ LED THE COUP 
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IRENE AND I HE MILITARY 



8. (CI IN RESPONSE (8 * QUEST j ON ABOUT HOW SHf IS VIEWED EY IKE 
nil I [Aft. SAEZ REPLIED- "MEY APE PR8TECTING lit." SHE CLAIKD TO 
HAVE A "SPECIAL PEL AT 1 8HSH I P~ WITH THE HI L I TftBV BECAUSE Of A YOUTH 
SPENT AROUND THIS INSTITUTION. SHE NOTED THAT- FOllBWINC HER 
MOTHER'S DEATH* SHE WENI TO LIVE WITH AN OtBER SISTER WHO WAS 
MARRIED TO AH AIR FORCE PILOT. SHE SAID SHE CREW UP IN NAMAY. 
AND I WED ACROSS THE SIPEET FROM GENERAL RAREDES NINO. THE FATHER 
OF IHE CURRENT HEAD Of THE Alt FORCE. SHE SAID HER UHCIE WAS ONE 
OF (Hf FIRST VENEZUELAN AIR FDRCE PHOTS TRAINED IB FLY MIRAGES-- 
SHE NDUED TO FRANCE WITH HER SiSTEP AND UNCLE WHIIE HE WAS BEING 
1RAINED-AND SHE HAS ALWAYS HAD GOOD RELATIONS WITH THE MILITARY. 
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IRENE ANO IHE DEHOCRAT IC ACTION PARTY (AD I 



9. (CI SAEZ CLAIMED THAT A SHAH GROUP OPPOSED TO HER CANOIDACY- 
INCIUBIHC SOME DUSINESSMEN. SOKE MEDIA C8MIOTAI0RS- AND SOME 
HEMBERS Of THE CURRENT GDVERNNEHI--ARE SPREADING RUHDRS THAI A SAEZ 
PRESIDENCY WOULD BE "UNACCEPIA81E" TO THE NILITARY. SHE ALSO 
ALLEGED THAI INESE SAME GROUPS ARE BEHIND PUBLIC OUESIIDNING OF HER 
ABILITY TO GOVERN IF ELECTED. THIS GROUP IS AlSD OUIETLY PROMOTING 
IHE CANDIDACY Of DEMOCRATIC ACTION PARTY SECRETARY GENERAL IUIS 
ALfARO. ACCORDING 10 SAEZ. ALFARO IS BEING SET UP AS A "SAVIDR" 
CANDIDATE WHO WOULD STEP IN SHOULD BOTH HER AND CHAVEZ'S 
CANOIDACIES CCilAPSE. 

IS IC) SAEZ CLAIMED THAI THIS STRATEGY WOULD NBT WORK. SHE SAID 
AO'S DECISION SO IAR NOI TO ATTACK HER. OR BECIDE PUBIICLY VUD ITS 
GAHDIDAIE WILL BE. MEANS THAI AD IS STILL "MEASURING" HER. IF SHE 
CAN MAINTAIN HER LEAD IN IHE POLLS- SAEZ tONIIHuB. AD Will HAVE 10 
THINK LONG AND HARD ABOUT ITS ElECIORAl PROSPECTS. "I AM IN 
REGULAR CONTACT WITH AlfARO," SHE SAID. 'AHB I NAVE NOI DISCOUNTED 
IHE POSSIBILITY OF HIS SUPPORT.* 
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